morrow: social diseases and marriage. 
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Social Diseases and Marriage. Social Prophylaxis. By 

Prince A. Morrow, A.M., M.D. New York and Philadelphia: 

Lea Brothers & Co., 1904. 

This book discusses diseases the very names of which to the lay 
mind savor so closely of indecency that they are ignored not only 
by school and college teachers of hygiene, but also by all State and 
municipal sanitary organizations. Yet these diseases are responsible 
for more acute crippling, chronic invalidism, suffering, and death 
than probably all the other contagious diseases combined. 

The reason for terming this disease “ social ” is somewhat far 
to seek, but the term is one so commonly used that it is generally 
understood. 

Morrow states that this book has for its fundamental purpose the 
study of the principles which should form the basis of the physician’s 
conduct when he is compelled to consider in its concrete form the 
relation of venereal disease to marriage. In dealing with the various 
situations which present themselves in practice, certain rules are 
formulated for the physician’s guidance. 

Morrow condemns the dangerous optimism which has been 
responsible for untold misery. He believes the physician’s first 
duty as a sanitarian is to protect others from infection and that this 
is higher than his duty as a physician to guard a guilty secret. 
The transmissibility of gonorrhoea in the married relation, and the 
effect upon both wife and offspring, are both pointed out, especial 
attention being directed to the inhibitory influence of this infection 
upon procreative capacity. 

The relation of syphilis to marriage is given the careful consider¬ 
ation, which this subject deserves. Morrow believes the physician 
should use every effort to prevent the premature marriage of syphil¬ 
itic men. If syphilis is acquired after marriage, and not from the 
husband, it is held the duty of the physician to guard the wife’s 
secret, but only on condition that proper means will be taken 
to prevent contagion and that pregnancy is interdicted. 

Morrow states that there is apparently no clear way in which 
the evil can be eliminated or materially lessened by the strong hand 
of repression. Moral crusades directed solely against women are 
abortive. The standard of social morals should be elevated, and 
the male libertine should be as rigidly suppressed as is the female, 
since there is nothing more untrue than the old adage that a reformed 
profligate makes a good husband. 

As to educational measures, it is clearly recognized by physicians 
that a large proportion of venereal infections among the young grow 
as incident to ignorance of the risks of sexual commerce. Morrow 
feelingly alludes to the conspiracy of silence on the part of the public 
press, the clergy, and public educators in relation to these diseases. 
A policy of concealment follows the venereal patient to the grave. 



346 


REVIEWS. 


The author holds that young men should be educated in a knowl¬ 
edge of sexual hygiene, and that this enlightenment should extend 
to the mass, and that this instruction should include as a cardinal 
feature a correction of the false impression instilled in the minds of 
young men that sexual indulgence is essential to health and that 
chastity is incompatible with full vigor. Attention should also be 
directed to the influence of alcohol in the instigation of immoral 
relations. It has been statistically shown that 76 per cent, of 
contaminations are effected under the influence of alcohol. 

As to administrative measures, Morrow holds that the State can 
suppress the open and revolting manifestations of the vice, but that 
it cannot legislate morals into a nation. So far as the spread of 
venereal diseases is concerned, the State can render most effective 
aid by repressing charlatanism, which scatters broadcast its decep¬ 
tive literature, and he suggests that it would be practical and 
feasible to demand a medical certificate from both parties contem¬ 
plating matrimony as to the freedom of each from contagious 
sexual disease, with the imposition of a civil and penal respon¬ 
sibility for the transmission of venereal disease through marriage. 

Morrow closes with a paragraph which sufficiently indicates the 
strength and motive of his book. 

Upon humanitarian principles, in the interest of virtuous wives, 
who should no longer be poisoned with foul infections; in the 
interest of children, who should no longer be deprived of their 
rightful heritage of vitality and vigor; in the interest of the race, 
which should no longer be decimated and deteriorated, the dreadful 
curse of venereal disease should be iifted from the marriage relation. 

E. M. 


Diseases of the Intestines and Peritoneum. By Prof. Dr. 
Hermann Nothnagel, Professor of Special Pathology and 
Therapy, University of Vienna. Edited, with additions, by 
Humphrey D. Rolleston, M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to St. 
George’s Hospital, London, formerly Examiner in Medicine in the 
University of Durham; Fellow to St. John’s College, Cambridge, 
England. Authorized translation from the German under the 
editorial supervision of Alfred Stengel, M.D., Professor of 
Clinical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania. Phil¬ 
adelphia, New York, London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1904. 

This volume on diseases of the intestines and peritoneum is 
most exhaustive in its study of their pathological conditions from 
all points of view—in other words it fulfils its definition as an 
encyclopedic work, taking up Pathology, Chemistry, Histology, 
Diagnosis, Symptoms, Course and Treatment. 



